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READING
W R I T T E N  B Y  M A R R I S H A  P Y L E

The third marking period gave us another captivating book to read, Bud, Not Buddy by
Christopher Paul Curtis. This novel was one that transported readers into the Great Depression
and the life of a 10-year old African American boy named Bud, NOT Buddy. Bud is an orphan and
after living with a foster family that treats him unkindly, he decides to set off on his own on a
journey to find the man he believes is his father, Herman E. Calloway. Guided by a flyer for a band
calling themselves, “Herman E. Calloway and the Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!!”, along
with a picture of his mother, Angela, in the Miss B. Gotten Moon Park, and a few rocks with
strange numbers and words, Bud is “on the lam." Hijinks ensue as Bud travels to Hooverville, and
through a series of ups-and-downs, Bud ends up in Grand Rapids, Michigan with a “vampire”, a
man who rescues him along the way as he delivers blood to a hospital. This man, Lefty Lewis,
delivers Bud to The Log Cabin, a club run by Herman E. Calloway. Through accusations and tears,
comedic moments with bandmates from The Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!!, Bud finally
finds what he has been searching for since his mother passed away four years prior- a place to
call home and people to call family.
 
We studied our second text from the Newberry award-winning author, Christopher Paul Curtis,
building vocabulary knowledge, working on reading fluently, and using various strategies to
increase our reading comprehension. We also wrote, a lot, about what we read, focusing on the
author’s craft of writing as we tried to do much the same in our own responses. We laughed, and
some of us even cried, as we wove ourselves into the fabric of this text.
 
Will The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg by Rodman Philbrick and his tale of a twelve-
year-old boy on a quest to find his brother during the Civil War era be able to compare to our
adventures with Bud, NOT Buddy, Caldwell? Only the fourth marking period will tell.

More updates and
announcements:

5 / 7 / 2 0 2 1
A S Y N C H R O N O U S  D A Y
A L L  S T U D E N T S  F O R
P A R E N T
C O N F E R E N C E S

5 / 3 1 / 2 0 2 1
M E M O R I A L  D A Y  -  N O
S C H O O L

6 / 1 1 / 2 0 2 1
L A S T  D A Y  O F
S C H O O L

B E  O N  T H E
L O O K O U T  F O R
I N F O R M A T I O N
A B O U T  O U R  E N D  O F
Y E A R  M O V I N G  U P
P L A N S .



MATH MATTERS
W R I T T E N  B Y  H E A T H E R  H O R N E

During the third marking
period we learned how to add
and subtract fractions with
different denominators. We
used models and found
common denominators and
used equivalent fractions. So
far in this marking period we
have learned about line plots
and are working towards
multiplying and dividing
fractions. 

Students should continue to
aim to get 4 lessons on Zearn
complete each week. There is
also extra practice on these
skills on Dreambox. If your
child is struggling please
encourage them to ask for
extra help from their teacher.
Quarantine math has been an
interesting experience and so
many students continue to
work hard everyday to do their
absolute best in these
challenging times.

Mathematics is
not about
numbers,
equations,
computations,
or algorithms:
It is about
understanding.
William Paul Thursston



SOCIAL STUDIES SCOOP
W R I T T E N  B Y  B R I A N  H O R N E

We haven’t let COVID slow us
down at all in our social studies
classes. In connection with ELA,
we spent several weeks
researching women and men who
were instrumental in the fight for
Civil Rights in the USA. When our
research was complete, we wrote
a research paper about our
chosen individual and the events
they were involved with. The
results were fantastic! 

We also took our yearly trip to JA
Biztown, sponsored by Junior
Achievement of Delaware. True,
we did have to do it virtually this
year, but the students were able
to participate in several online
simulations that immersed them
in a working environment where
they had to run a business and
fulfill several roles over the course
of the simulation. As we close out
the year we will be examining the
American Civil War, the system of
American Slavery that caused it,
how the men on both sides fought
it, some of the major battles that
made it so infamous, and the
Reconstruction afterward that has
continued to this very day. Get
your haversacks ready!

It is not
always the
same to be

a good
person
and a
good

citizen.
 

Aristotle



ELA EYE-OPENER
W R I T T E N  B Y  L I S A  C H A M B L E S S

A cross-curricular research
project with social studies was our
Civil Rights project. We learned
about famous and less well known
activists during the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s.
Students spent time learning to
take notes, including using some
new tools and graphic organizers
online. Discrimination and
segregation were discussed and
defined; examples were written.
Then each student selected a
person who was actively involved
in the movement to research and
complete their writing
assignment. At the end of the
project, many students completed
Flipgrid videos of newscasts or
plays, wrote and ran Kahoot
games, made slides to share with
others. 

Following this, we read Aunt
Harriet’s Underground Railroad in
the Sky by Faith Ringgold. This
book helps students explore the
mechanism by which many
enslaved people were able to
escape bondage. Looking ahead,
we will be working on other
language arts components,
focusing on figurative language.
We will be identifying and
exploring the meaning of various
types of figurative language. We
will end the year with opinion
writing.

You fail
only if you

stop
writing.

 
Ray

Bradbury



SCIENCE SPECIFICATIONS
W R I T T E N  B Y  P A U L  M A N C H I N

In the third marking period,
students completed a unit
on Astronomy. We examined
how the Earth moves and
how this movement effects
life on Earth. Topics of
discussion and
experimentation included
day and night; 

daily and seasonal changes
in the length and direction
of shadows; and different
positions of the sun, moon,
and stars at different times
of the day, month, and year.
Many students were
fascinated to learn that the
time of day in one place can
differ greatly from ours. 

 The
science of

today is the
technology

of
tomorrow.

 
Edward
Teller



IMMERSION
W R I T T E N  B Y  A L F R E D O  G O N Z A L E Z  B U R G O S

In mathematics, we are
working on fractions on a
number line, fractions as
division, multiplying a whole
number by a fraction and
solving word problems using
fractions. We are continuing
to use Dreambox and Zearn
to complement the
curriculum.
 
In Spanish, we continue to
work on reading
comprehension and writing
utilizing Benchmark Taller.
We have talked, read and
wrote about Earth, Mars and
technology. We continue to
use Raz- to practice reading
comprehension.

En matemáticas, estamos
trabajando con fracciones en
una línea numérica,
fracciones como división,
multiplicando un número
entero por una fracción y
resolviendo problemas
verbales usando fracciones.
Seguimos utilizando
Dreambox y Zearn para
complementar el currículo
de estudios.
 
En español, continuamos
trabajando en comprensión
de lectura y escritura
utilizando Benchmark Taller.
Hemos hablado, leído y
escrito sobre la Tierra, Marte
y la tecnología. Seguimos
usando Raz- para practicar
la comprensión de lectura.

El que
aprende un

nuevo
idioma

adquiere un
alma

nueva.
 

Juan
Rámon

Jiménez



SUMMER SEND-OFF
W R I T T E N  B Y  A B I G A I L  L O N G

IWhat is a summer
slump/slide?
A summer slump/slide is when
there is a loss of learning over
the summer. This is when
students forget what was
taught to them the previous
year and why they spend the
first few months of the school
year "re-learning" those skills.
It must be fixed before they
start learning the new year's
skills because most of the time
the new skills build on the old
skills. This is valuable learning
time that is wasted. The good
news is there is a way to
prevent this summer
slump/slide and set your
student up for success!
 

How to Prevent the Summer
Slump/Slide:
It only takes 2-3 hours per
week to prevent the
slump/slide. Creating a
schedule will not only teach
them valuable life skills but will
also set them up for academic
success. Each day you should
set aside "summer learning"
time with your student for
about 30 minutes a day
Monday-Friday. Make this time
non-negotiable! If you have
some push-back have your
student earn incentives for
completing their summer
learning activities.  

Every new
beginning

comes from
some other
beginning's

end.
 

Semisonic

Read: This is the number 1 most important thing your child can do over the summer to prevent the summer
slump/slide! Read for at least 20-30 minutes a day. Choose books of interest to them. It's that simple!  
Ask Questions: After reading ask your child "thick questions" about what they are reading. These are not your
typical who, what, where, when questions. Instead, they require more in-depth thinking and analysis of what your
child is reading such as what if, how did, what would happen if, what might, how would you feel, what do you
think.
Writing: Have students write daily to encourage them to share their thoughts, be creative, and improve their
writing and penmanship. Have them write in a journal and even in response to a question about the book they
are reading. Keep it fun by letting them use fun markers or pens!
Math: Do math every day whether it is counting change at the grocery store, skip counting cars, reading clocks, or
baking and using fractions. Focus on basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. Get to the point
where facts a memorized so that other math concepts can become easier. 
Problem Solving: Work on puzzles and let your child think outside of the box. This can be through literal puzzles,
Sudoku, brainteasers, crosswords, or word searches.
New Skill: Focus on the skills you rarely have time for during the school year such as typing, cursive, organization,
time management/creating a personal schedule, or adding more responsibility with chores.

Summer Learning Activity Ideas:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



 
The transition from elementary to middle school is a very strong transition for both parents and

students. It's a transition that happens faster than you think. There can be many emotions
coming to the forefront and they can be mixed emotions as well.  

 
Parents: You are still the authority, so don’t lower standards or compromise on negative

behaviors. Instead, have conversations about trust, and involve your child in discussions on
limits. Emphasize that rules exist to keep them safe, not to ruin their fun. Hold the line on issues
that matter most to you, but look for areas where you can guide instead of control. You will also
learn that communicating with your middle schooler will be much different than communicating

with your grade school student. Look for natural opportunities to talk to them about what is
going on in their life. At this age, they want to be listened to, understood, and taken seriously.

You should also expect to see much growth in your child. The most noticeable will be height as
well as other physical changes. They may begin to question various aspects of their life. Be open

to their questions and don't be alarmed if some of those questions are harder than you
expected. Discuss them and guide them to the appropriate resources if you don't have an

answer. Finally, understand that there is this "bubble" that surrounds middle schoolers. We call
it “the bubble,” because kids are often totally preoccupied with what’s happening to them.

They’re constantly checking the mirror to see what’s changed, checking their feelings to gauge
what might happen next, and pondering the strange new thoughts going through their minds.

 
 

Middle School Ready?

Have Respect for Yourself and Others
Show Maturity
Have a Competitive Edge
Be Confident
Show Fearlessness
Have Self-Kindness
Be Responsible and Prepared
Manage Your Time Wisely
Ask for Help When Needed
Learn Study Skills and Complete Your Assignments

Survival tips for students to make it through middle school:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.


